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I know thy Works, and the Laſt to be 
more than the Firſt. 


— 


N the FIRST Day of this Year 
I had an Opportunity to ſtand 
betore the Lord in this Place of 
the Publick Exhortations,and ſet 
betore you the Maxims and Me- 

thods of Piety, proper toBegin the Year ; The 
£irft Things to be done Every Year, and the 

Good Things to be continued all the Year. By 

a fort of Epanalepſis in Providence, it falls 

unto me, now to Stand in this Place again, on 

the LAST Day of the Year. And I know not 


. _= — — 
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of GOD ſhould Conclude his Life withal; and. 
thoſe Things, which thoſe of us, that are Evi- 
dently in their Laff Days, and are come to 
theConelr:ſton. of their Lifo have ſingular cauſe 
to think upon. 

E have Read a TEXT, that will ſuit my De- 
fon incomparably. NE 

HOW Happy was the Paſtor of the Church ar 
Thyatira; A Man, who was it ſeems an Anget᷑ 
of a Man the Angel of the Church there; 
That He could receive thisCommendat ion from 
our Lord now aſcended unto His Eæcellent 
Glory in the Heavens; 'That his Laſt Works 
were more than his Fzrſt | Thyatira now has 
no Chriſtian Church in it; Scarce one Chriſtian 
Soul in it, The Turks indeed have Eipbt 
Moſobs in theTown. Mahomet bas more Fol- 
Jowers than our SAVIOUR there. But ance 
there was an admirable Aſſembly of Chriſtians 
in the City; under the conduct of aPaſfor,who 
was a Mau after the Heart of GOD. 


_. OUR SAVIOUR from the Throne of Hig 


Glory tends them a Letter, wherein He encou- 
raves them, with the mention of ſeveral com- 
mendable Things in them, which He took a 
gracious, and a grateful notice of, Ay Bre- 
hren; Our SAVIOUR takes Notice of whats 
we are; takes Notice of what we do; will 
be pleus'd wich it, if we are, and if we do, what 
ſhajl be commendable, | 
BUT there is one very Commendable Thing, 
which is now to be inſiſted on; The La 
Heri of a Chriſtian more than bis Firſt, 
A 3 More? 
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More! It implies, both more for Number, and 


more in Value. It implies, An Improvement 
in Piety; in all that is Good. 

MV LOCTRINF, will claim a Room a- 
mong the Right Thoughts of the Rightecus, 
and be worthy to be had in Everlaſting Re- 
membrance wirh you, | 

HAPPI, Happy, is that Chriſtian whoſe 
LAST WORKS are his BEST' WORKS, 

A Chriſtian muſt always abounds in Good 
Forks ; But be more abundantly Sollicitous, 
That his Laſt Works, may be his Beſt Works, 

WE will Enquire, Firſt ; Who is the Happy 
C oh eee of whom it may be ſaid, His Laſt 
Works are his Bet Works ? 

THF Lovely Leſcripiton of ſuch aChriſtian 
is now to be ſet before you. Oh! Look upon 
it, and ſay, Let my Laſt End be like his 

Firſt ; THE Laſt/For ks of aChriſtian a re his 
Beſt Works, when the Works of the Divine 
Grace in him,are growing to the Laſt, and are 
found well grown at theLoſt, OfaTrueChriſti- 
an it may be ſaid,as in Fhil.1.6, GOD hath be- 
gun a Good Work in you. A Work it is, by 
which he is inclined and enabled for Living to 
GOP. When this Good IFork is on the grow- 
ing Hand, and a Chriſtian in his Laſt Days has 
this Ger more conſpicuous in him; then 
his Laſt Works are his Beſt Wor ks. | 
Graces whichRe&ti'y ad Purify and Beautiiy 
a Re. ererateMind,are fo manyFPorks of GOD 
upon a Chriftian ; Theſe Works of GOD, may 
be called OwurWorks alſo ; Becauſe tho? weare 
not 


All the 


| 


A Tear E a Life well Concluded. 5 


not the Workers of them, yet we are the Sub- 
Jetts of them. Thoſe precious Hor of GOD, 
which make a Chriſtian to AcknowledgeGOD 
in all His ways, andReſemble his admirableSA- 
VIOUR; The e Ver-, have more of a weak- 
neſs and a dimneſ's on them,in the moreEarly 
Days of a Chriſtian. The Works have much 
lach ing in them, He is perhaps for a long while 
no other than a Techle Chriſtian, But let tleſe 
Works appear brigher on a Chriſtian in his 
Lat ier Days, Then ſhall it be ſaid, That his 
Laſt I orks are his Beſt IForks, There are 
Chriſtians of that Clats, which is called; Rom. 
I 5. I. The Strong. The Chriſtian which gets 
up into that Claſs in his Latter Days; the 
Cuariſtian which arrives to a noble Strength in 
Chrittianity ; the Chriſtian who the longer he 
lives, the wzſer and the better he grows; This 
is the Chrittian to whom our pleaſed SAV I- 
OUR fays, 1 know thy works, the Laſt are 


Mere thanthe Fir ſt. 


Firſt; LET us Examine the Knowledge of 
the Chriſtian, whoſe Laſt Wor ks are his Bel 
Works, He is one, who in his Latter Days, 
has a more Full, Experimental, and Eficacious 
Knowledge of the Goſpel, than he had in- his 
Former Days, We read of ſuch a Thing, zer. 
III. 18. as, Growing in the Grace, Itbe Knom- 
ledge of ou: Lerdœ Saviour FESUS CHRIST. 
There is a Chriſtian, who in his Latter Days, 
gains mightily-in the Knowledge of our Lord 
and Saviour FESUS CHRIST, and of the 
Grace wherewith we are fayoured of GOD in 


x. -— 
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Him, When a Decay of Bodily Sight perhaps upe 


is hegun upon him, and the Stars are ſo dirken- Co 
cd. chat the S appears Cloudy to him, even £1 
after the Rain, yet now he becomes more hin 


Mavp-· ſiehted in the Great Myſtery of Ged+ as 
line. Once he was Until fu in the Word of wh 
#:ghteorufnefs, and uſed Milk,and was a Babe: act 
Now he can digeſt the Stroug Meat, which Ti 
tney that are of a full Age have belonging to did 
them. In his Latter Days he not only Under- exc 
ſands the IT which are Efſential to the Jie. 
$cundaiton f the Chriſtian Religion, but le al 
is better ſtudied in the whole Body of Divi- ſh. 
#ity, and becomes mighty in the Scripture. | D. 
Vea, In his Latter Days, he not only Knews in 
the Tr1ths of GOD, bur he alſo Feels them. | pet 
The Truths of GOD make thoſe Impreſſions 1 


upon him, which furniſh him with ſuch al} zt- tha 
weſs within, that no Dzſputation or Fer ſecr- me 
tiom can ever cauſe him to part with them. rhc 


The Truths of GOD have had ſuch a Satis D- 
Hing Force upon him, that the Gates of Hel be 


cannot prevail againſt his Belief of them. He We 
not only Feels the Truths of GOD, but he 
Lives them too. He does not Hold the Ti uths Ch 


of GOD iu unrighteonſneſ's; but he walks in WH 
chem; he chuſes the way of them. Such is his tre 
#alk, as to proclaim that the Truths of GOD 20 
Pave a matchleſs power over him. In his Lat- wi. 
| ter Days, and a little before he leaves this. e, 
World, he Realizes the Iuviſible World more Te 
than ſormerly. Iuviſible become to him the | pe 
greateſt Reaiuiies, row he is cloſing his Eyes. En 
7 upon 


— 
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upon Farthly Vamties, He has more of the 
Confidence of Ti-ings hoped fbr, more of the 
Evidence o Things not ſeen, Pis as Real to 
him that there is a GOL, M ho looks upon him, 
as if he had GOD in the Lumunous Cloud 
which was of old called, The(zlory f theLord, 
actually before his Eycs. *Tis as Real to him, 
That we have a REDEEMER Above, as if he 
did with his F ves actually fee the Son of Man 
exerciſing his Priefiho-d in the Holy if Ho- 
lies, as HisRelovedJobn did when he f deud 
at His feet, It is as Real to him, That there 
ſhall be a Dey of JUPGMENT, as if like 
Daniel, he a&tuilly ſixv theSon of Alan coming 
in the Clor ds of Heaven : and heard rheTrume 
pet, and heard the Sentence. Ah ! Chriſtian x © 
Art thou coming to this in thy Latter Days, 
that the Liebt of GOD in thy Mind Shines 
mc re & more towards the perfect Day? That 
thou art very much more Emlightened, as the 
Days of Dar kneſ\; are nigh unto thee ? It muſt 
be _ that thy Laſt Works may be thy Beſt. 
Works, 
zecondly, WHAT is the Repent ance in the 
Chriſtian, whoſe Laſt Works are his Beſt 
Works © Not a little Sorrow for Sin, and Ha- 
tred of it. No, bur a CorznthianRepentance 
2Cor.VIL. II. Sorrowing after a godly ſort ; 
with whatCarefulncſ; *Yea,what Indignation? 
Tea, what Fear? lea, what v+hement Deſire? 
Tea, what Zeal ? Yea, what Revenge? ARe- 
pent ance, that will Humblv, Kindly, Thankft ully 
Eutertain a Reproof, A Repentance,ther will 
take 
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rake a ſort of a ſecret Pleaſure in it, when 
GOD employs Africtie Methods, and thoſe 
of Reproaches in particular, to diſcover and 
embitrer Sin unto a Man, A Repentance which 
will reckon Sin more Bitter than Death, and 
eſteem the Death of Sin, a F.vour of GOD 
that ſhall be Better than Life. Chriſtian, This 
Repentance muſt be found in thy Laſt TYork:, 
I. not be Repented of. 

IThirldly; WHAT is the Faith of CHRIST, 
in the Chriſtian, whoſe L ft Works are his 
Beft Works ? Not ſuch a Grain of Muſtard 
Sced, that it ſhall be ſaid unto him, O Thou 
of Little Faith, No, but a Faith like that of 
Abraham ; Rom. IV. zac. Strong in Ta th, giv- 
ing Glory to GOD. A Faith which in cvery 
ſtep of a Mans whole courſe, does converſe 
with a Glorious CHRIST, as the Prince of 
Life: A Faiih which fin's that ina Glorious 
CHRIST that will wake up the wart of all 
Creatures, A Faith willing to Dye tor a 


CHRIST, as well as Live toHim; and forever 


Glad of all Conformity to thatGlorious LORD, 
yea, thoꝰ it be in the moſt Emptying and A- 
b. ſing Humiliations. Chriſtian, Thy Laſt 
Works muſt have ſuch a Faith in them. 
Fourthly; WHAT is the Leve oſ GOD, in the 
Chriſtian HoOICLaſt Mors are his Beſt Hor? 
Verily, As his Death is coming on, he comes 
to that; Cant. VIII. GA TLove Strom g a Death. 
A Love that ſces nothing but what is Lovely 
in the Infinite GOD; a GOD worthy ot Infi- 
uitcLove; yea, nothing worthy to be Loved 


Hen 


Day 


A Tear Ca Life well Con:lulel. 9 


but GOD, & what is to beLoved on the Account 
of GOD : A Love that makes a Man place 
all bis Felicity in the Fruition of the GOD 
whom He Loves; and preſs after this with 
moſt vehement Anhelations, That GOD ſhalt 
become All in All unto him; A Love that 
fills a Man withSacr zfices,and renders him wil- 
ling to Sacrzfice all his Enjoyments to GOD; 
and have his own will entirely Aboliſhed and 
Extinguiſhed, and Swallowed up with the Vi 
of GOD. Chriſtian, Thy Laſt Works muft 
have ſuch a Love in them. 

Fifthly, WHAT is the Charity to his Næigb- 
bour, in the Chriſtian whoſe Laſt Works are 
his Peſt TWorks © Truly like the Old Apoſtle 
John, as he grows Old, his Heart is more ſet 
upon the point of, Brotherly Love. He is more 
concerned, that he may not fail in any Duty of 
a Brot her to a Neighbour. As he draws towards 
the period of his Life, he more ſenſibly takes 
in the meaning of that Great Word; x joh. III. 
16, Ne ongbt to lay down our lives for the 
Brethren. He has a Charity, ſtu lious always to 
do as he would be done unto: ACharily which 
delights as heartily in the Proſperzty of others, 
as if it were his own: A Charzty, which can 
heartily 2 well, heartily do well, even to 
Per ſonal Enemies, and Overcome Exil with 
Good. Cl riſtian, Thy Laſt Works muſt have 
this Charity Fmbelliſhing of them. O my 
Brethren, Theſe, Theſe muſt be the A'ſtam- 
ments ; Theſe the Ornaments of your Latter 
Days, Thea will your Glorified SAVIQUR 

lay, 
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Hay, 1 know my works in thee ; the Laſt to be 


morethanthe Firſt. | 

S:condly, THE Laſt Works of a Chriſtian 
are his Beſt Nor, when in his Laf# Days, 
he becomes more Fruitful in all Good r. 
Qur Devotions towards GOD; theie are to 
multiply in our Latter Days, We are to be 
more frequent in them, and more tlervent in 
them: We are to get on towards the Davidi- 
cal ſtroke; Pſal. CXIX. 16＋L Seven times.a day 
do Ifraiſe thes. Our Kindneſſes towards. Manz 
theſe are to multiply in our Latter Days. 
The doing of Good Offices muit grow more 
common wirh us; The Showers of our Alms 
muſt grow more pienriful. Ix was urged, 1Ti:et. 
IV. , 10. Te are taugt of GOD to love one 
another; But increaſe more & more, Our 
Lalter Days are to be our moſt Uſeful Days, 
Our SAVIOUR fays unto the Miniſter of 
Thyatira, IH. thy Service, and thyWorks, 
and the Laſt to be more than the Firſt, The 
Man that has all his Days been a Ser viceable. 
Man, Let him ſtill be more Ser vicenable if he 
can in his Latter Days. Now let us be more 
Inquiſit ive, what our Talents are; Nom more 
Indiſtricus in well applying of them ; New, 
that we are going to vive up our Account. 
When we are juſt Going tit of the World, and 
moſt willing to leave the World, then let us 
Do meſt Gcod in the World. When we ere 


weary of the World, thro' the Bad and Baſe 
Uſaver, we find in it, then let us be leaſt weary. 
ot well-duing, molt willing to do Geod in the 
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World. Tt is mentioned as the Priviledge of 
ſome ; Pfal. XCTT.14. They ſhall ſtil bring 
forth Frurt in Old Age, Oh! Let us bring 
forth Frazt, even in the Vinter of our Life. 
Vea, When the Jays of Vithering are come 
upon us, then let us bring forth moſt of that 
Fruit, Where with our Heavenly Father ſhalt 
be Glorified. Now the Laſt Works are more 
than the Firſt. | 
Thirily. THE La# Works of aChriftian are 
his Be Works, when towards the End of his 
ine, he is moſt conſciencious of Redeemin 
his Time, It is propofſ-d, Fph.V.15,16. Walk 
circumfpettly. not as fools, but as wiſe ; Re- 
deeining the © me, becauſe the Days are Evil. 
The eſt Works are thoſe, wherein Time is 
moſt Redeemed {or the Bef of Purpoſes : for 
the Doing of Good, and tor the Getting of 
Good, In Redeeming of Time, we walk cir- 
enmſpettly ; and as rhe Word may fizniſy, we 
walk up to the Top, the Fezghth of Wiſdem, As 
when our Days are Evil, ſo when our Days are 
Ending, n we have but a Few leſt of our Few 
and Evil Days,now more than ever, and with 
a Doubling of our Diligence is our Time to be 
Redeemed, In our], atter Days we ſhould grow 
more afraid of throwing away ſo much as cn 
Day impertinently; Begrutch all rhe Time 
that ſhall be ſpent unprofitably. We expect the 
Angel of Death to approach, and to Swear b 
Him who liveth forever ever, That we ſhaft 
have Time no longer. ] is now time for us to 
become very skiltul, and very careful, and very 
Watch- 
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ful, or io ſpending the tew remaining Moments 
of our Time, that we may have Praiſe of GOD, 
That our La## Works may be our Beſt Works, 
we muſt be ſtudious to diſtinguiſh our Latter 
Days, with doing much Work in a little Linie. 
Often, Otten ſhould we now recollect ourſclves; 
Am 1 now employ'd as GOD would have me 


to be: and employ'd as a Man that has but 


a few Days to Live ſhould he? Our Lat 
I orks will not be our Be? Yorks, if our Laſt 
Days be not laid out unto the Beſt Advantage. 
Oh! Be atraid of Dead Wers, or lying as Un- 
active as if we were Dead, when we are jult 
going to the Dead, 

Fourthly, THE Laft Forks of a Chriſtian 
are his Bei? Works, when towards the End of 
his Time, he more paticntly encounters the 
Suffering of th:s preſent Time, Our Latitcr 
Tine will probably be on many Accounts a 
Siering Time, We are in Suffering work to 
finiſh what we have to do for GOD. So Pa- 
tience is to have its Perfect work ; ro Crown all 
our Verk. Our Lord !ail,1 know thy Patience, 
and thy]Works ; the Laſt to be more than the 
Firſt, Our Bearing of Evil Things with 
Patience, this is no ſmall Article of our Gcod 
Works, In our Las? Works we mult exprels 


more of Pence than in our former Days, 
Then will our Laſt Vor- be our Beſt Works, 
We have been a long while in the School of 
our Heavenly Inſtructor. In our Latter Days 
our Proficiency at the School ſhould appear 
unto all Men. Our Proficiency mult appear 

93 
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ly. We are now to be Dead unto all 


whole Laſt Works are his Bef# Works. 
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in our-Patience under the Trials, which in our 
Latter Days we ſhall more than ever find the 
Things appointed for us. We read; Prov. XIV. 
10, F thou faint in the 7. Adver ſity t hy 

a diſgrace to us, 
if after we have ſo long made a' Frofeflion of 
being the Followers of a SAVIOUR who dyed 
on the Croſs, our Strength to bear the Croſs, 
be but Small. In our Latter Days, we muſt 
be Strong to bear Aﬀidtions from the Hand 
of. GOD. Whatever Troubles are ordered for 
us, we muſt now with a profound Submiſſion 
y, The Cup that my Father gives me, ſhall 
not I drink it? With a Lowly, Quiet, Reſign- 
ing Soul, now entertain the Sovereign Will of 
GOD, in the darkeſt of all His Diſpenſations. 
In our Latter Days we muſt be Strong to bear 
Oppreſſions from the Hand of Man. Under 
never ſo vile Abuſes, we ſhould be above tos 
hard Reſentments, When Reviled, we ſhould 
now be as the Sheep is before the | Shearers, 
Faſy, Silent, Undiſturbed. We fhould have a 
oquies from 
Abroad: and thoughtful for nothing but this; 
hat is the Errand that GOD ſends theſe 
Things upon? Finally; We are to Dye quick» 


AD now, Shall we Enquire Secondly ; 
2 Þ Enquire 8 What 


>. — 
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ings 


here below, Such muſt be our Death, as to ſay 
concerning all that bereaves us, all that Jeſſons 
us, all that lays us in the Duſt ; None of theſe 
Things move me | Here js thatHappyChriſtian, 
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What is there to declare him an Happy ere, 
Chriſtian, whoſe Laſt Works are his BefIf ) 
Works ? No, There ſeems little Need of anſ- ter 
wering an Enquiry, where no one can make inte 
any ue ſtion. Aſter we have ſeen our SAVI-I Et 
OUR, from His Glorious High Throne, ſiani-¶ No. 
Lying the Satisfaction which He took in the] Jet, 
Angelical Man, whoſe Laſt Works were more Yea 
than the Firft, certainly none will quettion,| Pa) 
whether this be an Happineſi. Oh! What an] 72 
unſpeakable Happineſs, to be one acceptableſ 2 
and amiable in the Eyes of our Holy SAVI- Uu 
OUR! Ip 
4 THERE is nothing in the way, to divert] Wit! 
the paſſing of my Diſcourſe into an EXHOR-| Oh 
TATION, and an EXCITATION, which is] M 
row to be addreſs'd, eſpecially unto thoſe ho Job. 
have paſſed thro? their more Early Days, and] iner 
Have the Shadows of their Latter Days ad 
Vancing upon them. O Let ſuch, yea, and all 
of us, make ſure of this, That our Laſt Morł. 
my be our Beſt Vor xc. 

_ Firſt; O You that are yet in your Sins {forts 
yet Unconverted, and not Reconciled untq be th 
GOD ; Unto hon muſt that awful word bd ſhalt 
Tpoken ; You neyer did anyGocd Works at all] mem 
Concerning them who thus lye Dead in theiſ End 


Sins, we are told, Pſal. XIV. 3. There is nond often 
that doth Good, no not One, The Word oſ reſpe 


GOD unto you, is; Oh ! Tur to GOD im is a v 


mediately. Be Concern'd, Be Farneſt, Be Reſt His . 


leis, that you ma Have fuch » 7/ork of GON them 
upon Jou, 45 1977 render ou H r kmanſhif you, 
create 
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Happy created for Good Works, Oh! Lamentable caſe? 
Beef If you Jo no Good Works at all until your Lat- 
of anſ-l ter Days. And yet, Old Sinners, Come now 
makel into the Vineyard; —Better late thanNever. 
AVI BUT then, Secondly, ; Whatever Good 
e ſiani·¶ Nor ks 2ny of us have done in our Former Days, 
in thel yet, Oh! Let there be more in our Latter Days. 
e more] Led, were it ſo, that any have been all their 
eftion, Days, and even fro 9 their Chi dhood abound- 
hat ant ing in the Works © the Lord : Were it ſo, that 
eptableſ any have been ſa Sagacious for, and ſo Labo- 
S AVI. rious in, the Works of GOD, that for many 

Years together, not one Day has paſs'd them, 
divert] without a vcriety of, Eſſays to do Good Yer, 
HORI Oh Let their Laſt Mors be their Beſt Nor ks. 
bich is] My Friend, Be 2mbitious of that Bleſtedneſs; 
ſe Khoſ Job. VIII. 7. Thy Latter End ſball greatly 
ys, and] increaſe. | Ko 80 
ys ad-| I Shall come upon you with ſome Awakenings, 
nd all Firſt ; YOU have this Conſideration to 
Torks awaken you; your Laſt Days are not like to 

be your Beſt Days, in regard of Temporal Com- 
Sins forts. No; Tis foretold, Eccl. XII. i. They wilt 
untq; be the Evil Days, and the Years, when thou 
ord bg ſhalt ſay, I bave no pleaſure in them? I re- 
s at all] member indeed, That GOD Bleſſed theLatter 
nt hei End of Job, Nevertheleſs, the People of GOD 
zs non often find it ſo, That their Laſt Days are in 
ord of reſpect of Calamity their Wor ft Days. There 
D imy is a wileDiſpoſal of GOD in it; Thus to Vean 
e Reſtſ His Children from the World, before He Fetch 
GO them from the World. Wonder not if I tell 


zanſhi} you, The Evening Wolves will be upon you. 


reate⸗ B 2 You'l 
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Yow'l know what T mean, when their Aſſaults 
upon you ſhall Interpret jt. Oh] What occa- 
ſions pave Good Men often to ſay, My Sort 
i full of Troubles, as my Life draws nigh to 
the Grave? Now the Beft Thing that can be 
done for the Relief of this Evil, is this; Let 
your Laſt Merkt be your Beſt Works, Then 
will your Zaft Days be our Beft Days in re- 
gard of Spiritual Comforts. No other way to 
mend your Condition? 1 
Secondly ; YOU have this Confideration te 
awaken you. Apoſtacy will be a Thing of Dan- 
gerous Conſequence ; of Tremendous Conſe- 
uence. There are ſome who make a ſhow of 
ood Works for a while; but anon they back- 
fide from all Good Beginnings; they utterly 
caſt off the Thing that is Good; they utterly, 
totally, finally fall away; Their Laſt Works 
are all abominable , They go out in a lothſome 
Sm. Theſe Apoſtates were never any other 
than Hypocrites, They are the Abhorred of the 
Lord ; and their Portion will be with the Le- 
g1ons of Apoſtates. But then Godly Men may 
Iadly Apoſtatize. David; how did he Apoſt a- 
tixe Solomon, how did he Apa ſtatize! There 
is a Laudable Remark ſer on theirFirftWays 
— And how did Aſa miſcarry, in ſome of his 
Laft Ways ! How does the End of the Tear, 
bring on the verification of that Word, The 
Love of many ſhall wax cold | GOD will Re- 
cover ſuchGodlyOnes out of their Declenſions. 
But Oh | the Grievous Things that mult ac- 


compliſh or accompany the Recovery / That 
Word 
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Word is to he trembled at; Prov. XI. V. 14.750 
Backſlider in heart ſhall be filled with his 
own ways, j 

Thirdly, YOU have this Corfideration to 
awaken you; Ad is well that Ends well, Chil- 
dren of GOD, Are you not near to Heaven. Ob! 
may your Laſt Mors be ſuch as may have 2 
notable Savour & Flavour of Heaven in them! 
Such Laſt Works as may carry a Symtom and 
a Foretaſte of Heaven in them, Then I am 
ſure, Al ig well. Chriſtians, Let your Laft 
Works be your Beft Works,and then what have 
you to look for? What? Put that Invitation 
of your SAVIOUR, Well done, Good Faith- 


ful Ser vant; Enter thou into the Joy of thy 


Lord. Oh ! with what Joy may you keep look- 
ing for. the coming of your Lord ; who ſays, 
Rev. XII. 12. Behold, I come quickly, and my 
Keward ic with me, 10 give every Man accor- 
ding as bis Work:ſhall be, * 

AND now, My Hearers, Will you hearken 
to the Propoſals of PIETY ; That you may 
come at the Inexpreſſible Happineſs, of having 
your Laſt Works to become your ByſtWorks ? 

Firit. THAT your Laſt Norꝶs may be your 
Beſt Works, your Fir ſt Works muſt be ſeriouſly 
Repented of. Among theBeſtIWorks, are thoſe; 
Act. XXVI. 20. Works meet for Repentance. 
The Beſt Men are they who moſt of all main- 
rain Repentance to the Laſt, In your Latter 


Days, Oh! Reflect on the Errors of your For- 
mer Days, And Repent of all the Errors. Had 
your £7r/t Noris been much more prajlcowor- 

FF 


—  —— — 
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thy than they were, yetſyou might ſee in them» 
enougn any cnougu to eKepented of, BurOb! 
with what Regrets ought you to keepRepent- 
zng of it; Lord, How defective have I been in 
every I'ertue ! Lord, How little Good have J 
done | Tord, How much Time have I ſpent im- 
pertinently\ And, Lord, How much have 1 


T.ivediinto my felf; How littleunto myGODS? 


Let ſome of your Laſt W.rks be, To Sing the 
Penttentials, 
Secondly. THAT your L aſt 
your Beit Works, Let the Thought of Men 
in their Laſt Hour be always abiding with 
you. The Sentiments of Dying Men ; howRight 
are they ! how Juſt / how Wiſe! Oh! come as 


faſt as you can into them; and be not thoſe 


Fools, Amos. 5. 3. Ye put far away the Evil 
Day. Let Sin be now as odious to you, as tis 
to a Man in his Laſt H urs; who mourns at 


tbe Laſt for having Sinned. Let a Refuge or 


a diſtreſſed Soul in a Great SAVIOUR, be as 
valuable to you as it is to 2 Man in his Laſt 
Hours, Let the Diſpoſition of a New Heart 
be of as much value with you, as tis to a Man 
in his Laſt Hours, Let a Lite of Communion 
with GOD, be ot as much value with you, as 
iris ro a Min in his Laſt Fours, Anticipate, 
and keep alive, and Live according to, the 
the Thoughts of your Laſt Hours. This will 
dave a moſt powerful Tendency, to make your 
Laff Works your Beſt Forks. As, 
THIS Direction muſt be profecuted into 

eme further Operations, N | 
- Ihirdlv. 
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' Thirdly. THAT your Laſt Works may be 
your Beſt Noris, become very ſenſible ot it, 
That you are Entring into your Las? Hora, 
and let the ſenſe of it make a mighty Impreſſion 


upon you. Certainiy;.it w.l have a mightyIn-- 


fluence upon your Laſt Works,to render them 
what they ſhould be, it you would feel the 
power of this. Meditation, Ay Laſt Hours are 


now very near me, and I ſeetheShadows of my 


Evening. Oh! How powerful a Motive to a- 


bound in the Bet Hor; h. ve wein that Mo- 


nitor | I Joh. II. 18. It i theL 1ſt Time, Is rhe 
L Time ſo come upon thee, O Man, and 
wilt thou not keep Alive the continual A ppre- 
henſion of it? Every Day that opens upon thee, 


may be Entertained with ſuch aThought , This 
may be theL aft Day that Iſbull ſee before tbo 
Arreſt of Death be ſerved upon me. 'ThiszDay 
may bring me to my $un-ſet, Every Sabbath 


may bring this Thowght with it; This may be 

the Lait Sabbath which I. ball ſee ſhining en 
me, before the Labours of my Life are come 

unto an end. EverySupplication wherein thou 

doſt bow thy Knee unto theLord;rhisThorght 
may inflame it; This may be the],ait Time,of 
my pouring out my Soul unto the Lord,before 
my Surrendring of my Soul unto the Lord. 
Every Sermon Wherein thou haſt rhe Dews of 
Heaven falling on thee, this Thonght may ac- 
company it; This may be the Laſt Time of 
my Appearing in the Aſſemblies of Zion. 
When we part with our Friends at any time, 
this £2.2:ght may make us. take a very ferious 
i 1 EN Farewell 
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Farewell of them; This may be the Laſt Lime 


of my being in this Company, The Voungeſt 


of us all, ſhould not think it Unſeaſonable to 
cheriſh ſuch Thoughts of the Laſt Time, to 
make us Holy in all manner of Conver ſation. 
How Reaſonably then may ſuchThoughts have 
them daily Energy upon Us,who in theCourſe 


of Nature, cannot but know, that our Lat 


Hours are very near unto us? 


BUT then, O Man in thy Declining Age, | 


there is this Ozeefion which methinks it ſhould 
be impoſſible for thee to leave unthought upon. 
What wouldft thou do, if the Summons were 
certainly brought unto thee, Summon us thee 
within ONE Month, to appear before GOD 
the Judge of all? Ohl whatRepeated Actions 
of a Self- loathing and a Self- judging Soul, con- 
feſſing of Sin, with a Reſolution 10 have no 
more to do with Idols! Oh | what Repeated. 
Reſorts to the Fountain ſet open for Sin and 
Uncleanneſs, in the Blood of thy SAVIOUR? 
Oh ! what Repeated Ræſignation, unto theSpi- 
rat of Grace, to Reduce thee and Unite thee 
unto GOD ?---would/ this Expect at ion compel 
thee to? And yet, Since thy Laſt Hours are 
fo near, why ſnouldſt thou be ſhye of ſuch an 
Expeitation? And then there is another 


Queſt ion akin to This; which one would ad- 
mire at the ſtupidity that ſnould leave it un- 
thought upon: If the pulls of the Death- bed 
were attually now upon thee, What haſt thou 
left undone, which thou would now wiſh 


that it bad bean done: Suppoſe thy felt with- 
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in a few Minutes of thy Expiration : Suppoſe 
thy ſelf in all the Solemn Circumſtances ot One 
juſt giving up the Ghoſt : Suppoſe thy Breath 
failing, thy Throat ratling, thy Eyes wirh 2 
Cloud, and thy Hands with a Sweat upon 
them, nothing but the Irn of the Tide waited 
for, and thySoul then to be brought before the 
Tribunal of GOD. Under the lim nations 
of ſuch a Suppoſal,ask thy ſelf ; What ſhould F 
wiſh to have done before I come to This? Oh! 


hat will be the Laſt Works of One, whoſe 


Laſt Hours are ſo Realized unto him? One, 
who feels his IL. aſt Hours juſt coming upon 
him, and provides accordingly ? _ | 
Fourthly; THAT your La## Works may 
be your Beft Works, Let that Voice of your 
SAVIOUR be perpetually founding in your 
Fars, I know thy Mork. Oh! Set the Lord 
always before yon, now you are juſt going to 
appe ir before the Lord. Let your Eyes which 
are going to be cloſed, be Ever towards the: 
Lord; and Ever keep it in your mind, { am now 
before Ihe Eyes of the Glorious Lord. Let your 
whole Valk now towards the cloſe of it, be 
more than ever, A Malk before the Lord: A 
Walk under the perpetual awe ot that Word ; 
Job XXITI.1o0. He knows the way that I take. 
How well-ordered will be your Laſt Ways, if 
you are perpetually aw'd by this, LORD, Thore 
art acquainted with all myWays! How well- 
ordered your Laſt Words, if perpetually aw'd 
by this; LORD, There is not a Word in my 


Tongue, but thou knoweft it! How well-or- 


dcred 


22 A Tear & Life ell Concluded. 


dered your Laſ Thoughts, if perpetually aw'd 
by this, LORD, Thor knoweft = Thoughts 
afar off. What can have a greater Tendency, 
to Sanctify us wholly, and preſerve the whole 
of us, even our Spirit, and our Soul and our 
Body Blameleſ's, which it ſhould be the main 
Intention of our Laſt Works to do; — than 
— To be always as in the Preſence of the 
Lors 1c; | FEE 
Fitthly, and Finally; THAT your J. aſt 
Works may be your Beſt Works, Let your Laſt 
Days, have more of a Glorious CHRIST 
ſhining in them than any of your For mer Days. 
Acquaint your ſelves more than ever with a 
Glorious CHRIST, in your Latter Days. O 
you that ſhould be Father; in Chriſtianity im- 
ove mightily in yout Knowledge of Him 
that is from the Beginning, the CHRIST who 
is the Ancient of Days and the Eternal GOD, 
Uſeall the Means of Inſtruction, following on 
ts know i he Lord, yea, crying after the Know- 
ledge of your SAVIOUR, ſeeking it like Sil- 
ver, ſearching for it as for hidden Treaſure 
What the Hearts of People in their Latter. 
Days are too Naturally andGenerally {et upon. 
Let every New Diſcovery of a CHRIST unto 
you, have with you the Reliſh of AngelsFood, 
So near $1n-ſet,O gaze more than ever on the 
Sun of Righieouſneſs | Let it be a Pleaſ.nt 
Thing unto you, to Bebold that Sun) Ac- 
cuſtome your ſelves to theThoughts of a Glo- 
rious CHRIST : Think on Him, Every Day ; 


Oiten in a Day : U pon all Occaſions, Be diſ- 
p.caſed 
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pleafed ar your ſelves, it you have been many 
Hours without ſome Lively Thoughts onHim, 
Cry out, Omy SAVICUR, I have been too 
long witbout thee \ I cannot live without t heel 
Having been thus, in the Thorwghts of the Lord 
all the Day long, at Night as an Emblem and 
an Earneſt of your anon Sleeping in FESUS, 
now let your Lat Thoughts before you fall 
Aſleep, ſtill be on ſomething of your JESUS, 
And if you wake in the Night, Let the Song 
of your SAVIOUR, be fill with you. Be able 
to ſay unto your SAVIOUR ; LORD, How 
precious are t 
Great 1s the Sum of them!] when I awake 1 
am ſtill with thee , and I keep Awake by be- 
ing ſo, The Subject is Charming, is Copious, is 
Inexhauſtible. A Glorious CHRIST ſo Dwel- 
Iing in an Heart, that is continually thinking 
on Him, will bring a Marvellous Light and 
Life into the Soul. Soul, A CHRIST in rhee, 
wilt carry thee bravely thro” the Valley ef the 
Shadow of Death, Yea, thou mayſt now Sing, 
When I fit in darkneſs, the Lord ſhall be 4 
light nnto me. Oh | what a Light of GOD 
haft thou now ſhining upon thee, in thy Lat- 
ter Days; the Light of an Eternal Mor ning 
So ſhall that Prophecy be fulfill 'd unto thee, At 
Evening time it ſhall be Light | Certainly, 
your La# Works ought to be thoſe of Manly 
Cbriſtianity. Now the Character of Manl 
Chrift:anity, is that; Eph. IV. 13. A Fulnefs 
of CHRIST. My Brethren, Let us grow 
evidently more Full of CHRIST, than ever 
We 


hy Thougats unto me\ How 
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we were in our Lives; more Fami'tar with 
Him, and more Conformed to Him. Twill he 
a Token for Good upon us, That in our Laſt 
Forks, weare vetting on, by the Knowledge 
of the Son of GOD, unto a perfect Man; the 
Per fection, which it muſt be the Buſineſs of 
our Lat Mor, to attain unto, Syrs, Gather 
a Double Portion of this Manna, as your Sab- 
bath is coming on, Tis a Bleſſed Sabbath that 
is coming on. 
- YOU will now allow me to take it for 
granted, That the. Glorious One ſhall ſee you 
all upon your Knees making this Peririon with 
Fervency, with Agony beforeHim ; O 2yGOD, 
and my SAVIOUR ; Let my Laſt Works be 
my Beit Works, Let me finiſh well, and be ſet 
Faultleſs before the Preſence. of thy Glory 
with Exceeding Foy, A Glorious GOD fay, 
Amen, unto it. 


— 


Fredericus Imperator, Percontatus, 
Quid homini optimum poſſit contin- 
gere e Reſpondit ; Bonus ex bac 


vita Exitus. 
En. Syl. l. 4. Com. 
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